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Harrison’s Principles of Internal Medi-
cine is one of the excellent, but enormous,
“bibles” of medicine. In the 17th edition of
this work, the sections on hematology and
cancer have been combined to create a single
book entitled Harrison’s Hematology and
Oncology.  This  volume,  edited  by  Dan
Longo, is written by specialists in the field
and cites recent references, which makes it
both trustworthy and up-to-date. The book
serves as a condensed source of information
intended for medical doctors, students, and,
secondarily, scientists looking for a general
overview of the biology, symptoms, and treat-
ments of cancer and hematological diseases.
Approximately one-third of Harrison’s
Hematology  and  Oncology is  devoted  to
hematology, while the remaining two-thirds
focus on cancer. Each broad topic is subdi-
vided into six sections, which are in turn sub-
divided  into  several  chapters.  The  first
sections consist of general introductions for
the cellular basis of hematopoiesis and the
biology of cancer. These introductions are
good for someone of the intended audience
because they are short and precise, thereby
reminding the reader of complex biological
processes while updating the reader as nec-
essary. The subsequent chapters are organ-
ized by organs, systems, or disease subtypes.
The reader is given an overview of the epi-
demiology,  incidence,  clinical  symptoms,
and treatments for the diseases of interest.
Tables and pictures are used efficiently to en-
sure that the chapters are both exhaustive and
short. Such features make the book generally
informative, yet also very easy to use when
attempting to answer a specific question. 
The  current,  extensive  information
available in Harrison’s Hematology and On-
cology makes it a good reference book for
those interested in hematology or oncology.
The organizational clarity of the manuscript
also makes it easy to quickly find answers
to a multitude of medical queries. For these
reasons, it is anticipated that this work will
serve as a valuable reference for the general
medical community.   
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The simplest definition of inflammation
is best stated in Latin: calor, dolor, rubor,
tumor. This assonant phrase refers to the
heat (calor), pain (dolor), redness (rubor),
and swelling (tumor) that characterize the
clinical symptoms of inflammation as they
were defined in the first century AD by the
Roman scholar Celsus. After more than two
millennia of science and medicine, however,
our knowledge has expanded far beyond this
simple definition of four words. The com-
plex processes and consequences of inflam-
mation now provide enough material to fill
entire textbooks, the latest of which is Fun-
damentals  of  Inflammation,  edited  by
Charles  N.  Serhan,  Peter  A.  Ward,  and
Derek W. Gilroy.
Inflammation can be an unwieldy sub-
ject, encompassing diverse topics such as cell
biology, biochemistry, and pathology, among
others. To streamline the text, the editors have
divided Fundamentals of Inflammation into
six parts: an overview of inflammation, sec-
tions on individual cell types, chemical me-
diators, immunopharmacology, inflammatory
diseases and histology, and animal models of
inflammation. This organization benefits the
text in two ways. First, it facilitates the use of
the book as a quick reference, as a reader in-
terested in anti-inflammatory drugs, for ex-
ample, could easily flip to the section on
immunopharmacology. In addition, this or-
ganization allows for ample discussion of the
varied facets of inflammation, making this
book relevant to readers from a variety of
professional backgrounds, including medi-
cine, basic or translational research, or indus-
try. 